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Is the bird 
injured? 
-broken wing, leg 
-head injury 
-external bleeding 

YES NO

Baby or adult bird? Baby or adult bird? 

Advise to leave 
alone, return to 
nest, or contact 
Wildlife 
Rehabilitator.

Baby 

Baby

Adult 

Dispose 

How many birds?

YES

NO

Is it a crow, raven, 
magpie, jay or a bird of 
prey (eagle, hawk, owl)? 

NO

See Page 2 
Flow Chart 

Collect info, 
send out 
DWR for 

swab and bird 
retreival. 

YES 
NOT SURE 

Near a bird 
feeder? 

1-2 More than  2 

How long has the 
bird been dead?

Adult 

Provide information on 
cleaning feeders: 10% 
bleach rinse weekly; 
feed only dry seed. 

YES 

Is there a 
recent history 
of pesticide or 
fungicide use?

NO 

Collect info, 
advise on 
disposal. 

YES NO

Bring to biologist’s 
attention to check for 
poison update or 
avian disease update.

Dessicated, 
rotten, eyes 

sunken, 
maggots. 

>24 hrs. 

Collect info, 
advise on 
disposal. 

Looks fresh, 
eyes clear, 
recently 

dead. 

< 24 hrs.

Is it losing feathers, 
smelly, dried-out, 
or covered with 

maggots? 

NOT SURE 

YES

Is it a crow, raven, 
magpie, jay or a bird of 
prey (eagle, hawk, owl)? 

See Page 2 
Flow Chart

Collect info, 
send out 
DWR for 

swab and bird 
disposal. 

YES 
NOT SURE

NO 

Is the bird alive? 
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What kind of bird is it?

What color is the bird?Black 

Black & 
White 

Blue, 
Bluish-gray

Other 

How long is the bird? 

15-18 inches 
or longer from 

head to tail. 

Return to flowchart, 
answer “YES” to 
crow or raven. 

With long 
sweeping tail? 

Return to flowchart, 
answer “NO” to 
crow or raven. 

Smaller than 
15 inches in 

length. 

Return to flowchart, 
answer “YES” to 
magpie. 

Return to flowchart, 
answer “NO” to 
magpie. 

YES NO

About one foot 
from head to tail? 

Return to flowchart, 
answer “YES” to 
jay. 

YES

Return to flowchart, 
answer “NO” to jay.

NO 

Is it at least 
1 foot long, 

has large 
feet with 

long claws 
AND a 
short, 

strongly 
hooked 
beak? 

Return to flowchart, 
answer “NO” to 
eagle, hawk, owl. 

Return to flowchart, 
answer “YES” to 
eagle, hawk, owl. 

NO YES


